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Abstract

¢ AIM; To discuss the feasibility for early diagnosis of
Acanthamoeba keratitis using polymerase chain reaction
amplifleation the gene 18S rDNA fragment,

e METHODS. We used 18S rDNA as template, the A-
canthamoeba in clinical speciman is detected by Specific
primer JDP1-JDP2 combining PCR technology.

e RESULTS; In 16 eyes of 16 cases which had been
diagnosed Acanthamoeba in clinic 12 eyes proved Acan-
thamoeba keratitis using PCR, 5 cases found Acantha-
moeba follicle by observing the epithelial specimen with
100g/L KOH under microscopy. With the Fisher exact
propability to add up the two diagnostic method, and P<
0.05.

» CONCLUSION; Polymerase chain reaction is of great
importance in the correction for early diagnosis of Acan-
thamoeba keratitis,
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